
Are You Not Entertained?: Amusement and Leisure in the Greco-Roman World 
30th Annual Classics Graduate Student Colloquium 

University of Virginia 
 

Friday March 27th, 2026 
Pizza party—6:30pm to 8:30pm (keynote, graduate presenters, musicians, and UVA grads) 
Location: 136 Harvest Drive, Charlottesville, VA 22903 
 
Saturday March 28th, 2026 
Colloquium—9:00am to 4:30pm 
Location: Gibson Room at the 1st floor of Cocke Hall, UVA Grounds 
 
Schedule of events: 

● Breakfast and coffee—9:00am to 9:30am 
● Opening remarks—9:30 to 9:40am 
● Panel I—9:40am to 10:40am 

○ Abigail Snyder (UVA Religious Studies), "Entertaining Holiness: The Rabbinic  
 ​ ​    Reworking of the Roman Convivium", 9:40am to 10:10am 

○ Ciara Mulchy (UVA Religious Studies), "Jesus and Mary's Childhood Play in  
   Early Christian Infancy Gospels", 10:10am to 10:40am 

● Coffee break—10:40am to 11:00am 
 ​ ● Panel II—11:00am to 12:00pm 

○ Rebecca Tauscher (CUNY), "Acrobats on Display: Wonder, Spectacle, and 
   Entertainment in Magna Graecia", 11:00am to 11:30am 
○ Eleanor Cunningham (Univ. of Chicago), "A Scroll of Their Own: Forms of  
   Women's Participation in Roman Literary Entertainment", 11:30am to 12:00pm 

● Lunch break—12:00pm to 12:45pm (food provided, seating in amphitheater) 
● Ancient Music Performance—12:45pm to 1:45pm (Minor Hall 125) 

○ The Call of Kinnaru (John Franklin, Abigail Bradford, Rachel Fickes),  
 ​ performing: “Ancient Music, Old and New” 

● Panel III—2:00pm to 3:00pm 
○ Patrick Callahan (UCLA), "The Game of Satire in Republican Rome", 2:00pm  
   to 2:30pm 
○ Damian Day (UVA History), "The Beasts of Bellum Civile: Lucan’s Lion 
   and Tiger Similes in Book 1", 2:30pm to 3:00pm 

● Break—3:00pm to 3:30pm 
● Keynote address—3:30pm to 4:30pm 

○ Naomi Weiss (Harvard), “Intertheatricality in Euripides’ Orestes: The  
   Phrygian’s Song” 

● Reception—4:30pm to 6:00pm (for all) 
● Dinner—6:30pm to 9pm (keynote, graduate presenters, musicians, and UVA grads) 

○ Location: Kanak Indian Kitchen, 385 Merchant Walk Sq, Charlottesville, VA  
   22902 (food provided; alcohol can be purchased separately; we have limited  
   space for plus-ones, so please let us know if you would like to bring a guest). 

 


